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*THE PREVALENCE OF BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED CHILDREN IN KY 
IS ONE-THIRD HIGHER THAN THE NATIONAL INCIDENCE (BASED ON A 
STUDY BY THE KY DEPARTMENT FOR THE BLIND) 


*A BRAILLE BILL BECAME LAW IN KENTUCKY IN 1992 


*IN 1992-93, AT LEAST 104 LEA'S HAVE REQUESTED MATERIALS FROM 
THE KIMRC 


*ONLY 27 LEA'S ARE PROVIDING SERVICES TO BLIND AND VISUALLY 
IMPAIRED STUDENTS THROUGH CERTIFIED TEACHERS OF THE 
BLIND/VISUALLY IMPAIRED (INCLUDING PART-TIME AND EMERGENCY 
CERTIFIED) 


*IN 1991, THERE WERE 33 VI CHILDREN REGISTERED THROUGH THE 
KIMRC FROM ONE SCHOOL DISTRICT WHERE THERE IS NO VI TEACHER 


*THERE ARE CURRENTLY ONLY 5 CERTIFIED ORIENTATION AND 
MOBILITY SPECIALISTS EMPLOYED ACROSS THE STATE--2 IN 
JEFFERSON COUNTY, 2 AT KSB, AND 1 IN FAYETTE COUNTY 


*THERE ARE PRESENTLY NO KNOWN POSITIONS ADVERTISED FOR O&M 
IN LEA'S 


*THERE IS A COMPREHENSIVE O&M REPORT INCLUDING 
RECOMMENDATIONS DEVELOPED BY AN O & M TASK FORCE IN 1991 
WHICH HAS NOT BEEN IMPLEMENTED 








NUMBER OF BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED STUDENTS 
1992-93 SCHOOL YEAR 


TOTAL KIMRC REGISTRATION 1356 
(birth - 21 years) 


birth - 2 years -117 


TOTAL SCHOOL AGE 1239 


LEA CHILD COUNT ( 3 - 21 years) 





IDEA 364 

CHAPTER I ae 

VISION AS SECONDARY DISABILITY 422 
TOTAL LEA REPORT OF STUDENTS 803 


WITH VISUAL DISABILITIES 


TOTAL NUMBER OF VI TEACHERS IN LEA'S 55% 
(7 of these are emergency certified) 


*Includes: 


26 teachers in Jefferson County 26 
5 teachers in Fayette County 3 
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TASK FORCE ON SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH VISUAL 
IMPAIRMENTS WHO LIVE IN KENTUCKY 


Pee ee ke ek A DE ae BE 


CHILD FIND 


--no on-going, systematic method of data collection 
--need for birth registry for blind/VI 
--lack of public awareness 


CASE MANAGEMENT 


--no clear point of entry into system 

--no on-going way of tracking students and families to 
determine on-going priorities and needs 

--no effective way to follow students once they have left 
school 


TEACHER TRAINING 


--no training for orientation and mobility specialists 
--no on-going teacher training in regional areas 
--limited access for training in rural areas 


TEACHER SUPPORT 


--no statewide coordinated support system for VI teachers 

--lack of administrative support at local level 

--lack of systematic way to update skills and best 
practices 

--lack of model programs 


PARENT SUPPORT 
--lack of advocacy for family/child needs 


--no central information/referral source 
--full range of program options not available for parents 


ANCILLARY SERVICES (0&M, Assessment, Low Vision, Assistive 
Technology) 


--ancillary service skills are not always assessed 
--often not available or accessible 





TASK FORCE ON SERVICES FOR STUDENTS WITH VISUAL 
IMPAIRMENTS WHO LIVE IN KENTUCKY 


Preliminary Recommendations 
Presented to Division of Exceptional Children Services 
State Advisory Panel 


April 22, i993 


The Task Force recommends the following immediate action 
steps be taken on behalf of blind and visually impaired 
children and their families: 


1. That a position for State Coordinator of Services 
for Blind and Visually Impaired Children be established 


2. Copies of the Orientation & Mobility (O & M) Task Force 
Report be disseminated to local school districts 


3. Strategies for implementing the recommendations of the 
O&M Task Force be developed 


4. An 800 number for information and referral of services 
for blind and visually impaired be established 


5. More access to teacher training leading to VI 
certification be available across the state 


FURTHER AND MORE SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE 
AFTER JUNE 30, 1993. 


